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general observations of the land which he had dis-
covered, and to which he gave the title of Meta In-
cognita. He had done nothing towards finding the
desired passage to Cathay. But he had added much
to the map of the Arctic regions, and when he
reached England in October, to disprove the report
brought a month before by the crew of the MicJtael
as to his shipwreck, he and the twelve gallant men
whom he brought home, along with an unlucky
Esquimaux captive, were, according to Michael
Lock, "joyfully received with great admiration of
the people, and their strange man and his boat was
such a wonder to the whole city, and to the rest of
the realm that heard of it, as seemed never to have
happened the like great matter to any man's knowl-
edge."

Sidney sent to Languet an enthusiastic account
of Frobisher's achievements. His letter, unfortu-
nately, is missing; but its purport, especially as
regards one incident, may be gathered from another
letter that he wrote a year later, after Frobisher had
returned from the second and more important ex-
pedition on which he started on the 26th of May,
'1577. "It *s a marvellous history/' Sidney here
said. " After having made slow progress in the past
year, Frobisher touched at a certain island in order
to rest both himself and his crew. And there by
chance a young man, one of the ship's company,
picked up a piece of earth which he saw glittering
on the ground. He showed it to Frobisher, who,
being busy with other matters, and not believing
that precious metals were produced in a region so